The Honorable Ray Mabus
Secretary of the Navy
1000 Navy Pentagon
Washington, DC 20350-1000
Dear Secretary Mabus:
As you know, on June 8, 1967 the USS Liberty was attacked off the coast of the Sinai Peninsula by the combined forces of the Israeli Air Force and Navy.
You also know that the US government has refused to conduct an investigation of the attack despite knowing full well that USS Liberty survivors have told you that:

· They were attacked by unmarked aircraft;

· Their radios were jammed on both US Navy tactical and international maritime distress frequencies;

· Life rafts they had dropped over the side in anticipation of abandoning ship were deliberately destroyed by machine gun fire from the attacking torpedo boats;

· Attacking torpedo boats slowly circled the torpedoed and sinking ship while firing upon USS Liberty crewmen who ventured topside to help our wounded shipmates; 

· Two flights of rescue aircraft that had been launched from Sixth Fleet aircraft carriers were ordered recalled while we were still under attack and calling for help; and,
· On June 8, 2005 they filed with the Department of Defense a War Crimes Report.  The Department of Defense has refused to conduct an investigation of the allegations contained in the War Crimes Report thereby becoming active participants in the cover-up.

Survivors have routinely invited the US Navy's official attendance and participation in annual memorial services held at Arlington National Cemetery on the anniversary of the attack.  They have also invited the US Navy’s official attendance and participation in reunions they have held in the Washington, DC area.

Each time that invitation has been refused or ignored.

Among the awards won by the officers and crew of the USS Liberty are the Medal of Honor, two Navy Crosses, eleven Silver Stars, twenty Bronze Stars, nine Navy Commendations, 208 Purple Hearts, 294 Combat Action Ribbons and the Presidential Unit Citation which makes the USS Liberty among the most decorated ships in US Navy history for a single action.

Your decision to cover-up the war crimes committed during the attack on the USS Liberty and your policy of refusing to allow any official representation by the US Navy at USS Liberty functions is both outrageous and not in keeping of the high regard and respect you should have for every US Navy unit.  Evermore so for a ship whose Commanding Office was awarded the Congressional Medal of Honor and the crew was awarded the Presidential Unit Citation.
With this letter I am asking you to immediately initiate an investigation of the attack on the USS Liberty and ongoing cover-up of the War Crimes the survivors of the USS Liberty allege in their War Crimes Report.

I further ask that you contact the USS Liberty Veterans Associations and offer to officially participate in the annual Memorial Service they hold on June 8th at Arlington National Cemetery, Section 34.
Hopefully these actions will initiate the process of removing the stigma you created of having served on the USS Liberty that has destroyed USS Liberty lives, USS Liberty marriages and USS Liberty families.

Respectfully,
