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 Letter from the Editor 

William Graves, Editor 
editor@lvanews.org 

 
Dear Veterans and LVA Members, 
 
I’m finding it hard to write an appropriate message for this 
last newsletter of 2020. It has been a uniquely challenging 
year to say the least. My own job has been fully remote, and 
my daughter’s school has been virtual as well. So if you can, 
try to picture me talking to demanding clients in my base-
ment office, with my 7-year old daughter sitting 3 feet away 
on a math Skype call - complete with 20 other confused 
kids, loudly solving addition problems on a keyboard and 
mouse. 
 
But with all the unique obstacles all of us have been facing, 
one thing stands out for me - the resilience of our spirit as 
we work to accomplish the work that matters most, 
regardless of the circumstances. Despite covid, despite  
political unrest, and despite uncertainty, the members of the 
LVA have continued to tell the story of what happened that 
day in June of 1967. You have continued to send in stories 
and pictures of your efforts. And you have continued to  
inspire me to see past the hardships of this year. 
 
Thank you for all that you do.  
Merry Christmas and  
Happy New Year! 
--- 
Sincerely, 
William Graves 
Editor 

 Board of Directors 

Larry Bowen 
President 

larryb1946@verizon.net  
386-446-6855 

 
Bob Scarborough 

Vice President & Treasurer 
bobascarborough@gmail.com 
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Ron Kukal 
Chaplin 

lvasec39@gmail.com 
307-752-6693 

 
 

Frank O’Classen 
Secretary 

oclassen@vermontel.net  
706-593-1898 

 
Terry McFarland 

Member at Large 
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editor@lvanews.org 

Liberty News 



2 

 

Liberty News 

www.USSLibertyVeterans.org    |    www.USSLiberty.com 

THE NEWSLETTER OF THE USS LIBERTY 

 Letter from the President 

 



3 

 

Liberty News 

www.USSLibertyVeterans.org    |    www.USSLiberty.com 

THE NEWSLETTER OF THE USS LIBERTY 

 Statement of Purpose 

IN JUNE 1967 jet aircraft and motor torpedo boats of the De-
fense Forces of the State of Israel brutally assaulted the Ameri-
can naval intelligence-gathering ship, USS Liberty, while in in-
ternational waters off the coast of the Sinai Peninsula in the 
Mediterranean Sea. The attack was preceded by more than six 
hours of intense low-level surveillance by Israeli photo recon-
naissance aircraft, which buzzed the ship as low as 200 feet di-
rectly overhead. The carefully orchestrated assault that fol-
lowed was initiated by high performance jet aircraft. This was 
followed by slower and more maneuverable jets carrying na-
palm, and was finally turned over to lethal torpedo boats, which blasted a forty-foot hole in 
the ship's side. The attack lasted more than two hours, deliberately killing 34 Americans 
and wounding at least 171 others. Over 821 rocket, cannon and machine gun holes were 
inflicted. When the Liberty stubbornly remained afloat despite her damage, Israeli forces 
machine-gunned her life rafts, firefighters, stretcher bearers, and sent helicopters carrying 
troops to finish the job, no survivors were to be taken. 
 
At this point, with Sixth Fleet rescue aircraft supposedly en route, the government of Israel 
apologized and the identity of the assailants became known. 
 
Details of the attack were hushed up in both countries. Israel claimed that her forces mis-
took the Liberty for an Egyptian ship, and our government quietly accepted that excuse de-
spite evidence to the contrary. No ship in our history has ever received such damage and 
casualties by accident. Then our government downplayed the intensity of the surveillance 
and the severity of the attack, and imposed a news blackout on the crew to keep the story 
under control. The official version is that the Liberty was reconnoitered only three times 
and only from a great distance. The American people were told that the air attack lasted 
only five minutes and that it was followed by a single torpedo and an immediate apology 
and offer of assistance. Nothing could be further from the truth. In June 1982, fifteen years 
after the assault, crewmembers reunited for the first time in Washington, D.C. It was a 
tearful, joyful reunion in which the men not only released their pent up emotions and decid-
ed that the USS Liberty Veterans Association would be formed with the firm goals of 
finding all crew members, holding reunions, proper recognition of Captain and crew (in 
particular those who lost their lives), obtaining a Congressional investigation into the at-
tack, and… 

 

TO BRING THE TRUE STORY OF THE ATTACK ON THE U.S.S. LIBERTY AND HER 
HEROIC CREW TO THE AWARENESS OF THE AMERICAN PEOPLE. 
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 “Sacrificing Liberty” Premier - By Phil Nelson 

Last month I was honored to have been invited to attend the Premier showing of the four-part 
docu-series “Sacrificing Liberty.” I am pleased to report that it is the most thorough, complete and 
honest video (or any other published media) of that still-uninvestigated “incident” (by officialdom 
at least). This “Must See” video is being planned for distribution during September.  

A one hour, twenty minute “Preview” video, featuring discussions with the above survivors, is em-
bedded at the end of this blog. It was originally designed to be a promotion piece, offering viewers 
the opportunity to view the premier showing on August 20-21, along with nine of the survivors and 
other guests (including me, among many others). Their testimony of what happened in the brutal 
attack by Israel on June 8, 1967 helps to “set the stage” for the viewer, in anticipation of the com-
ing “docuseries.” 

The soon-to-be-published four-part documentary closely parallels the narrative of my 
book, Remember the Liberty!, in all of the most critically-pertinent points, including the role of 
President Johnson in recalling fighter jets sent from the Sixth Fleet to protect the ship, in setting 
up the cover-up — and most importantly — its examination of how and why the attack was 
planned and executed. 

Unlike other previous films done on this subject, the coming four-part video delves into the 
“backstory” thoroughly, which brings coherence to the narrative of the attack itself and how the 
failure to sink the Liberty with “all hands aboard” required by the original plan (viz placing the 
blame for an attack by Israel upon Lyndon Johnson’s arch-enemy Egyptian President Abdel 
Gamal Nasser as a pretext to attack Egypt) to be jettisoned. Caught without a realistic alternative 
explanation, it was then decided to declare everything about the attack to be state secrets — for 
both the U.S. and Israel — with threats of prison “or worse” to any offender of that decree. 

The Cover-Up: “An Incredible Accident of Misidentification” 

In the real story’s stead, President Lyndon Johnson quickly came to an agreement with Israeli 
leadership: The cover-up would be designed around a plan to pronounce it an “accident” due to 
Israeli error in “misidentifying” the ship. Incredibly, the highest-level political and military leaders 
of the U.S. and Israel proceeded to create a ludicrous cover story that still lives on as the “official 
findings,” complete with irreconcilable inconsistencies, impossible anomalies and absurd conclu-
sions. 

The actual, nearly two and one-half hour event was a vicious, well executed brutal attack by two 
squadrons of fighter jets and four torpedo-boats, followed by two helicopters hovering overhead 
with assault troops ready to rappel onto the ship’s decks to kill the survivors and place bombs to 
sink it. It was only finally called off when a Russian destroyer came too close to the scene, poten-
tially exposing the truth of the “false flag” attack. 

READ COMPLETE BLOG POST AT: https://bit.ly/381JM2B 
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 Obituary - Ron Buck 

On Thursday, September 10th, 2020, Ron 
Buck passed away in his home after a month 
long battle with Leukemia.  

Ron was born on October 4th, 1946 in Yuba 
City, CA. Ron was a proud Navy man. He 
served on the USS Liberty when it was 
bombed and torpedoed by an “ally,” Israel, 
during The 6 Day War in 1967. Ron was in-
jured in the attack and awarded The Purple 
Heart.  

Ron had a passion for life. He befriended 
everyone he encountered. He was an easy going man. His hobbies were golf, hunting, 
fishing, camping, restoring old cars and playing the guitar.  

Ron was preceded in death by his father, Cliff, mother, Johnnie and his brother Terry. He is 
survived by his wife Teri, sister Vicky, brother Richard, his sons, Todd (wife Amparo), Bryan 
(wife Suzi), Robert, Dan (wife Jena), several grand- children, Logan, Brycen, Jace, Gar-
rett, Mason and Tanner along with many nieces and nephews.  

Services for Ron will be (were) October 2nd, 12:30pm at Northern California Veterans 
Cemetery (11800 Gas Point Rd, Igo, CA 96047). A reception will follow the services. It will 
be held at a residence at 1208 Yacht Ct., Redding, CA. 96003.  
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 Ship Log - Liberty III (AGTR-5) 1964-1970 

Rich Carlson has shared an exceptional information resource on the Liberty that is available 
online at the Naval History and Heritage Command website. The site includes a fairly com-
plete historical writeup, from the ship’s naming to information on its sale for scrap materials. 

View the site online at:  
https://www.history.navy.mil/research/histories/ship-histories/danfs/l/liberty-agtr-5-iii.html 

 Ted Arens and the Renovation of Veterans Park 

“Six Years ago I started with the renova-
tion of Veterans Park, it is now done  We 
started with the USS Liberty plaque and 
got approval for 6 plaques along Memo-
rial Dr. ending with the Butler plaque 
"War is a Racket.  Interesting when you 
Google the article in Manistee News, 
they do not show the plaque.  Very ap-
propriate for today if you are against 
war.  Had help from many friends and 
companies to list but all the veterans are 
very grateful. 

Semper Fi, Ted “ 
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 Remembering Jack Beattie 
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 Remembering Jack Beattie 

Jack Beattie, pictured above in white uniform, passed away on June 29th. 

 Missing Members 

Newsletters to the members listed below are being returned as “Unable to Forward”. If you have an  
address correction, please e-mail it to donnashafer@bellsouth.net. We’d like to know where you are! 
 
    Joe Denny ANDERSON  Jamestown, KS 66948 
    Harvey L. PURCELL  Harkers Island, NC 28531 
    Richard J. REGER            Brester, MA  02631 
    Mike  SIMPSON               Knoxville, TN  37920 
    Dan WARWAS   Albuquerque, NM  87109 
    George W. WILSON         Saint Joseph, MI  49805 
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 A Flag with Meaning 
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 LVA American Legion Reinstatement 

As many of you may or may not have known, the LVA has been banned by the American Legion from participating in their an-
nual National Convention for LIFE. This was a decision made arbitrarily back in 2012 when our convention booth fees were 
accidently not forwarded within the appropriate time limit. Even though our representatives were willing to pay the $1000 entry 
fee the day they arrived they were summarily removed from the convention with security escort. I will spare you the full details 
but suffice it to say that once again the crew of the USS Liberty was not given a chance to face their accusers and after nine 
years, we have still not had an audience with the parties responsible for issuing the lifetime ban.  

The resolution below is the work of one of our steadfast supporters Ms. Michelle Kinnucan who continues to seek justice for us 
at every opportunity. Michelle and I are hoping that you will read this resolution and let me know that your local Legion Post will 
support it. The more Posts we have submitting a resolution the better chance we will have of getting this passed at the next 
Executive Committee meeting in May. Your response is important so whether you are for or against it please let me know. I will 
be the one to present it to the Legion hierarchy or any other Legion body that will listen. Thank you, crew members, and thank 
you Michelle. 
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 Donald and Eva Pageler USS Liberty Student Award 

“In March of 2019 I created a scholarship fund in my late wife Eva’s and my use in the Business 
School at the University of Kansas from witch I graduated.  Since that time a professor that teach-
es MBA leadership courses has decided to use it in his classes and has created a competition to 
award the scholarship.  I just signed a revised version, attached. 

Don” 
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 Donald and Eva Pageler USS Liberty Student Award (ctd.) 

 

 The USS Liberty in the Baltimore Sun 

 
 
 
 The article pictured was published in the  
 October 14th, 2020, issue of the  
 Baltimore Sun. 
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 Formal Investigation - From Larry Bowen 

Former Senator Pete McCloskey has been working behind the scenes to once and for all get Congress to 
conduct a full and impartial investigation into the attack on the USS Liberty. This man has been in our cor-
ner from the beginning and today is no different.   

Pete had compiled a document detailing the various attempts that our organization has made to have an 
open and just investigation into the attack on our ship. However, every attempt to date has fallen on deaf 
ears. On December 4, 2020 Mr. McCloskey sent a letter to the Chairman, of the House Committee on 
Veterans Affairs requesting that his committee contact the Liberty Veteran Association to set up a chance 
for a formal hearing. This letter was also shared with 15 other members of the Veterans Affairs Commit-
tee.  

I was going to put a copy of the letter in the newsletter, but because it was a 3-page letter with 18 exhibits 
I decided not to do that this time. However, if I hear back from the Committee on Veterans Affairs you can 
be sure that I will include a follow-up in our next newsletter.   

REMINDER! 

2021 Annual Membership Dues 

It is that time of year again that we have to ask you to pay your annual membership dues of $20.00. This 
is very much needed and critical to the continued success of our organization. The dues are used for all 
operational cost, newsletters, trade shows, memorials for our fallen shipmates, etc. etc. Also we ask that 
you consider, throughout the year, digging in and sending us Tax Deductible donations to help us contin-
ue our objectives for the truth. The Survivors of the USS Liberty truly appreciate your support.   

Please send dues and donations to: 

Liberty Veterans Association 
PO Box 680275 
Marietta, GA 30068 
Moe Shafer,  Director of Finance 
LVA Board of Directors 
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 LVA Memorabilia Store - Order Form 

READING MATERIALS 
Assault on the Liberty: The True Story of the Israeli Attack on an American Intelligence Ship - By Survivor and LVS Historian, 
Mr. James Ennes, Jr.  SEND ORDER TO: Jim Ennes, PO Box 789, Woodinville, WA 98072 

The Attack on the Liberty - The Untold Story of Israel’s Deadly 1967 Assault on a U.S. Spy Ship, By James Scott, son of crew  . . . 
member Lt. John Scott,   

REMEMBER THE LIBERTY Almost Sunk by Treason on the High Seas  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
By Phillip F. Nelson with Ernie A. Gallo, Ronald G. KuKal and Phillip F. Tourney  

Liberty Injustices: A Survivor's Account of American Bigotry - By USS Liberty Survivor Ernest Gallo . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Blood in the Water - By Joan Mellen . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
LIBERTY’S WOUNDS - By Jeremy P. Amick: A biography of Bryce Lockwood, USMC Survivor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

$30.00 
 

$25.00 

 

 

$20.00 

 
 
 

$20.00 
$25.00 
$20.00 

VIDEO 
25th Anniversary Memorial at Arlington National Cemetery (DVD Video)   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
USS Liberty Survivors: Our Story - Patrick King Documentary (DVD Video)   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Loss of Liberty - New Detailed Film of Attach and Cover-Up (DVD Video)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Dead in the Water - Documentary: Find out how a nuclear war in the Middle East was averted at the last minute (DVD)  . . . . . . . . .  
Justice for the Liberty - An All American Documentary by Break of Dawn Productions . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
A USS LIBERTY REMEMBERANCE of 50 Years of US Government Cover-Up of the Attack . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
History Channel DVD . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   
 

$15.00 
$15.00 
$20.00 
$20.00 
$20.00 
$15.00 
$15.00 

LIBERTY WEAR                                                                            Most tees and golf shirts available in XX 
Blue Multicolor Tee Shirt - (S, M, L, XL, XXL, 3XL) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
White w/ Black Ship & 34 Lost Shipmates Tee Shirt - (S, M, L, XL, XXL, 3XL) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Grey w/ Black Ship & 2 Lost Marines Tee Shirt - (S, M, L, XL, XXL, 3XL) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Golf Shirt: White OR Navy (each with tan stitching) - (M, L, XL, XXL, 3XL)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
USS Liberty Baseball Cap - Solid Fabric, Not Mesh with Plain Bill   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   
USS Liberty Unstructured Golf Hat - Navy or Tan  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
 

$20.00 
$20.00 
$20.00 
$30.00 
$20.00 
$16.00 

MEMORABILIA 
USS Liberty Bumper Sticker  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
USS Liberty Key Chain   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
USS Liberty Cigarette Lighter - Zippo, Brushed Chrome, Ship Insignia on One Side and Silhouette on the Other  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
USS Liberty Lapel Pin OR 50th Anniversary Lapel Pins . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
USS Liberty Ship Patch - Multicolored, 100% Embroidered, 3 Inch   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
USS Liberty Ship Patch - Multicolored, 100% Embroidered, 5 Inch   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
USS Liberty Ship Patch - Multicolored, 100% Embroidered, 10 Inch   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Challenger Coin - With the Names of 34 Fallen Shipmates  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
USS Liberty Coin - Without the Names of Fallen Shipmates  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
 
 

$  2.00 
$  4.00 
$25.00 
$  5.00 
$  6.00 
$  8.00 
$12.00 
$10.00 
$10.00 

 
 NAME: ______________________________  ADDRESS: _____________________________________ 

 
CITY: ____________________________  STATE: ___________________  ZIP: ___________________ 
 
PHONE: ___________________________  EMAIL: __________________________________________ 

ITEM DESCRIPTION SIZE QUANTITY PRICE EACH TOTAL 

     

     

     

     

SHIPPING CHARGE (See below) **    GRAND TOTAL:  

** $5.00 SHIPPING CHARGE FOR DOMESTIC ORDERS OVER $10.  $15.00 SHIPPING CHARGE FOR INTERNATIONAL ORDERS. 
PLEASE MAIL LVA STORE REQUESTS TO:  Moe Shafer, PO Box 680275, Marietta, GA 30068 

MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO:  USS LIBERTY VETERANS ASSOCIATION 

 

For a one year membership in the USS LIBERTY Veterans Association and Newsletter Subscription, send $20 to Moe Shafer.   
Contributions are tax deductible!  So please give and give generously! 



17 

 

Liberty News 

www.USSLibertyVeterans.org    |    www.USSLiberty.com 

THE NEWSLETTER OF THE USS LIBERTY 

Liberty News is the official journal of the USS LIBERTY Veterans Association - a California nonprofit, tax-
exempt corporation representing the USS LIBERTY Survivors and former Crew Members, their families, and other 
patriotic Americans. 
 
The yearly subscription rate is $20.00 for an associate member (former and non-crew member).  Due to our 
small size, however, we cannot survive solely on subscriptions.  We are grateful to, and rely heavily upon our many 
members who voluntarily donate more generously with each passing year. 
 
 

Make your tax-deductible check payable to: 
LVA, C/O Moe Shafer, PO Box 680275, Marietta, GA 30068 
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